Thesis Statements Handout
Remember, thesis statements:

· are not simply statements of fact.

· don’t announce their subjects without taking a stand. 

· are not the title of the essay.

· are grammatically correct and logically sound.
· are limited rather than multi-focused.

· are not discussions of authorial intent nor are they discussions of the essay itself.
Working in groups of two, please examine these statements. Please try to decide if each statement is (I) logically flawed, (II) asking for more than a short paper can do, (III) a straightforward statement of fact, (IV) grammatically flawed, or (V) acceptable. Be prepared to provide a reason for your group’s decision. Keep in mind that some of these statements might be logically flawed in more than one way or might be problematic in more than one way. If you decide that the problem is a logical flaw, please be specific about which one (or more) of the problems that the potential thesis has. Hint: Do not expect too many to be acceptable.
Review of (Some) Logical Flaws:

a. Circular Reasoning: A is true because of B, and B is true because of A.

b. Begging the Question: Stating a thing which needs to be defined.

c. Ad Hominem: Attacking the arguer rather than the argument.

d. Faulty Generalization: Inappropriately generalizing from insufficient cases.

e. Either/Or: Inappropriately limiting the choice of outcomes/options.

f. Confusing Causation with Correlation: Related does not equal cause or effect.

g. Faulty Analogy: Non-parallel, and therefore confusing, comparisons.

h. Post Hoc: Coincidence does not equal cause or effect.

i. Faulty Premise: Do not claim a single cause for a complicated issue.

1. Only fools still support the tobacco industry.

2. Prenatal care involves all aspects of the health of mother and fetus.

3. Genetic engineering is a good thing.

4. Cocaine, heroin, and marijuana should be legalized for everyone.

5. Indians have earth-friendly forms of religion.

6. Medicines are very helpful and extremely beneficial.

7. Civil Rights have been around since the dawn of time.

8. If we don’t rebuild the nation’s bridges, they will kill thousands of people.

9. Many immigrants from rural areas in North Korea have struggled financially in Chicago.

10. Gifted children should be sent to special schools, or they will disruptive. 
11. The thesis of this paper is about the difficulties in solving the environmental crisis.

12. The American steel industry has many problems.

13. Earthquakes, hurricanes, and droughts are natural disasters.

14. Hemingway wrote good.
15. Adele has won a lot of awards.
16. In this essay, I will prove that Superman is better than Batman.

17. If they were not so out of touch with reality, Libertarian candidates would electable. 

18. Every gardener is poisoning the environment. 
19. Stephen Colbert is funny because he has a good sense of humor.

20. America is a Christian nation.

21. Depression has both genetic and societal causes, but it can be cured.

22. When advertisers tell about your products, they often don’t all there is to tell. 

23. Dinosaurs once roamed the planet.
24. Professional athletes are among the nation’s elite.

25. The primary problem with modern farming is lack of adequate funding for new equipment.

